Idiopathic myelofibrosis with nodal, serosal and parenchymatous infiltration. Case report and review of the literature.
Idiopathic myelofibrosis (IMF) is a breakpoint cluster region rearrangement-negative chronic myeloproliferative disease with progressive bone marrow fibrosis. We report a female patient (65 years old) who was admitted to our hospital in 1996. Trephine bone marrow biopsy revealed diffuse fibrosis with atypical multilobulated megakaryocytes. A cellular phase of IMF was diagnosed. Three years later, despite being at intermediate risk, the patient developed generalized lymphadenopathy and multiple sclerosing tumors throughout the peritoneum and retroperitoneum. Biopsy specimens from these tumors revealed sclerosing hematopoietic infiltrates. The present case demonstrates that IMF not only can progress to acute leukemia but can also spread uncontrollably, or 'metastasize' with extensive sclerosing hematopoietic tumors throughout the body.